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Board Approved on January 12, 2026 

 

Sebastopol Independent Charter School 

Protection of Immigrant Students 
 

The Sebastopol Charter School Board is committed to the success of all students and believes 
that every school site should be a safe and welcoming place for all students and their families 
irrespective of their citizenship or immigration status. The following policies are put forth to that 
end. 

 
1. Policies for Collecting and Retaining Student Information 

The Executive Director shall maintain in writing Sebastopol Independent Charter School policies 
and procedures for gathering and handling sensitive student information and appropriate 
personnel shall receive training regarding those policies and procedures. 

 
In accordance with California Law1 Sebastopol Independent Charter School does not collect or 
solicit from students, parents or guardians social security numbers or the last four digits thereof 
for school enrollment purposes. When collecting the last four digits of an adult household 
member’s Social Security number to establish eligibility for a federal benefit program, the 
Sebastopol Independent Charter School shall explain the limited purpose for which this 
information is collected, and clarify that a failure to provide this information will not bar the 
student from enrolling in or attending the school. 
 
The Sebastopol Independent Charter School shall treat all students equitably in the receipt of all 
school services, including, but not limited to, the gathering of student and family information for 
the free and reduced lunch program, transportation and educational instruction. 
 
Except as required by state or federal law or as required to administer a state or federally 
supported educational program, school officials and employees of Sebastopol Independent 
Charter will not collect information or documents regarding citizenship or immigration status of 
pupils or their family members.2 

 
During the school enrollment process, the Sebastopol Independent Charter School will accept 
“reasonable evidence” of residency.3  Where residency, age, and other eligibility criteria for 
purposes of enrollment or any program may be established by alternative documents or 
information permitted by law or this Protecting Immigrant Students policy, the Sebastopol 
Independent Charter School’s procedures and forms. 

 
If parents or guardians choose not to provide information that could indicate their or their 
children’s immigration status, citizenship status, or national origin information, the Sebastopol 
Independent Charter School shall not use such actions as a basis to discriminate against any 
students or families or bar children from enrolling or attending school. 

 
The Sebastopol Independent Charter School shall not allow school resources or data to be used 
to create a registry based on race, gender, sexual orientation, religion, ethnicity, or national 

 
1 California Education Code, § 49076.7, subd. (b) 
2 California Education Code § 234.7, subd. (a) 
3 California Education Code §§ 48204.1 and 48002 
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origin. 
 

2. Access to Documents and Information 
Sebastopol Independent Charter School personnel will not disclose to an officer or employee of an 
agency conducting immigration enforcement, in writing, verbally, or in any other manner, and to the 
extent practicable, any information about a school employee or pupil, including their education 
records, or information about family and household, unless that officer or employee provides a 
valid judicial warrant, judicial subpoena, or court order requesting the information.4  
 

3. Reporting of Requests for Student Information 
The Sebastopol Independent Charter School Executive Director (Superintendent/Principal) will 
report in a manner that ensures the confidentiality and privacy of any potentially identifying 
information to the Board in a timely manner any requests for information or access to a schoolsite 
by an officer or employee of a law enforcement agency for the purpose of enforcing the 
immigration laws.5  
 

4. Access to Nonpublic Campus Areas 
Sebastopol Independent Charter School has clearly delineated through signage and secured 
entrances, the areas of campus that are accessible to the public during school hours, as 
distinguished from the areas that are nonpublic educational facilities reserved for use by students 
and staff. During school hours, all visitors to campus are required to report to the main office and 
follow the established visitor/volunteer sign-in process. 
 
Sebastopol Independent Charter School officials and employees will not allow officers or 
employees of an agency conducting immigration enforcement to enter nonpublic areas of the 
schoolsite for any purpose without a valid judicial warrant, judicial subpoena, or a court order, 
unless the access is required by state or federal law or required in order to administer a state or 
federally supported education program. School officials will, if possible, ask the person requesting 
entry to a nonpublic area of the schoolsite to provide valid identification. 
 
Sebastopol Independent Charter School personnel will direct to the Superintendent or other 
designated administrator any officers or employees of an agency conducting immigration 
enforcement who is requesting access to campus or to a student, or seeking information about a 
student or their family for immigration enforcement purposes. The administrator will contact the 
charter’s legal counsel and inform the officer or employee to direct requests and questions to the 
charter’s legal office. In addition, the administrator will e-mail the Bureau of Children’s Justice in the 
California Department of Justice, at BCJ@doj.ca.gov, regarding any attempt by a law enforcement 
agent to access a school site or a student for immigration enforcement purposes.  
  

5. Information for Parents and Students 
The Sebastopol Independent Charter Board provides information to parents and guardians 
regarding their children's right to a free public education, regardless of immigration status or 
religious beliefs. This information includes information relating to “know your rights” immigration 
enforcement established by the Attorney General.6 This is posted on the school’s website. 
 
As part of its bullying prevention policies and procedures, Sebastopol Independent Charter School 
includes instruction for students related to the negative impact of bullying based on actual or 

 
4 This includes “personal information,” as defined by Civil Code section 1798.3 that the district has not 
identified as directory information. 
5 California Education Code § 234.7, subd. (b) 
6 California Education Code § 234.7, subd. (d)(1) 
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perceived immigration status or religious beliefs and customs.7 
 

6. Student Caregiver Arrangements 
If a Sebastopol Independent Charter School employee is aware that a student's parent or guardian 
is not available to care for the pupil, the school shall first exhaust any parental instruction relating to 
the student’s care contained in the emergency contact information it has for the student to arrange 
for the student's care.8

 
7 California Education Code § 234.7, subd. (d)(2) 
8 California Education Code § 234.7, subd. (c) 
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